
 

 

 

 

 

The Fox River Academy is preparing to take the Plastic Film Recycling Challenge, an annual 
event sponsored by the Trex Company (Trex).  

The challenge lets schools compete to see which can collect the most recyclable plastic film 
each year. The collected plastic material—including grocery and other retail bags, case 
overwrap, and stretchy plastic packaging—is recycled to make composite lumber for porches, 
decks and furniture. 

Through participation in this project, the Fox River Academy, Jefferson School, and Wilson 
Middle School students can learn the importance of recycling, keep plastic out of the landfills 
and be rewarded for their efforts. For the Fox River Academy students, the learning outcomes 
are even stronger as the project lends itself well to both inquiry-based learning and service 
learning, both pillars of the educational program of the school. 

By engaging students of all ages and schools of all sizes, the Challenge encourages young people 
to learn about the benefits of recycling plastic materials and rewards them for their 
participation. 

Last year, in Wisconsin, 19 schools participated and kept over 9,000 pounds of recyclable plastic 
film and bags out of landfills. For their efforts, each school won a birdhouse made from recycled 
plastic products and the winning schools received a Trex bench, valued at $500. Could the FRA 
community collect 1,000 pounds this year?   

To do so, we need your help!  Please consider promoting this project in your home, workplace, 
community groups, and in your neighborhoods.  Plastic film may be sent to school with your 
child.  Collection bins will be strategically placed in a convenient location. If you have a lot of 
plastic, you may deliver it to the FRA (Jefferson) location during the time when scrip sales are 
taking place.   
 
Those days and time are as follows: 
 
Mondays 3-3:30pm  
Fridays 8-8:30 am (*EXCEPT NOV. 28TH NO SCHOOL) 

This year’s challenge will run from November 15, 2014 to April 15, 2015. Students and families, 
faculty, and staff will collect plastic film and bags at home and in the workplace, then bring 
what they collect to the school. Each week, the school will weigh the collected materials and 



submit the information to Trex. At the end of the contest, the school that recycles the most 
plastic film and bags will win a bench from Trex. 

 

Recyclable plastic bags and film include the following items: 

Plastic grocery bags  
Stretch film (no household saran wrap) 
Plastic department store bags  
Water bottle case wrap  
Newspaper sleeves   
Dry-cleaning bags 
Toilet paper/paper towel over-wrap  
Bread bag / cereal bags 
 
All plastic should be clean, dry, and free of food residue. Recyclable plastic film and bags 
SHOULD NOT be placed in recycling bins at home.  

To learn more about plastic film recycling and the Wisconsin WRAP initiative, search “plastic  
film” at dnr.wi.gov. 

 

 

http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/Recycling/bags.html

